  SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:  
The Mayor


Deputy Mayor


All Members of Sandy Town Council

There will be a Meeting of Sandy Town Council on Monday 23rd June 2008 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

18th June 2008





      

S M Foster










Town Clerk
AGENDA
1.  Apologies 

2.  To receive statutory declarations of interests from members

(a)
Prejudicial Interests

(b)
Personal Interests 
3. Lisa Walton – Care and Development Director, Brookdale Homes to provide information/answer questions on 8 Bedford Road

4. Sandy Beat Manager to give update on policing in Sandy
5.  Oral questions from electors

(Please would Members raise any questions initially with the office)
6.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council
(Any plans received for comment will be on display in the committee room from 7.15 pm onwards and members are requested to view these prior to this item)    (see list attached)

7.  Mayoral communications    (see list attached)
8.  Minutes and Reports 

To approve/adopt the Minutes of:-

+ *(a)  Meeting of Town Council held on Monday 12th May 2008.

+  (b)  Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 19th May 2008.  

+ (c)  Meeting of Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 2nd June 2008.

 + (d)  Meeting of Audit Committee held on Monday 16th June 2008.  
+ = Previously circulated

* = Exempt or Confidential Information – Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985.

9.  Reports from representatives
(a) To receive any verbal reports from Council representatives on outside bodies.
(b) To receive the Report of the Mayor on the annual NALC Conference held at Eastbourne on 20 – 21st May 2008

10.  Clerk’s Report
To receive the Clerk’s Report.  (Copy attached)

11.  Oral questions from Electors

On matters raised during this meeting.
12.  Press Release








SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	2/6/08

69/08


	08/00885/FULL

Sandy Sports and Leisure Centre, 

Engayne Avenue, SANDY

SG19 1BL
	Full application for fencing alterations and minor paving works at Synthetic Grass Pitch at Sandy Sports Centre, Engayne Avenue, Sandy, Beds.


	
	Town Council

23/6/08
	

	4/6/08

70/08


	08/00844/FULL

Mr P Austin

41 St Johns Road

Moggerhanger

SANDY

MK44 3RJ
	Full application for renovation and extension to existing outbuilding to form residence and alteration to access at 29 Bedford Road, Sandy, Beds

Near neighbours 27 and 31 Bedford Road and 1 The Avenue, Sandy notified


	
	Town Council

23/6/08
	

	4/6/08

71/08


	08/00902/FULL

Mr J Albone

Roundabout Club, 

1 Bedford Road

SANDY

SG19 1EL
	Application for demolition and reconstruction of toilet block to include disabled toilet at Roundabout Club, Sandy, Beds

Near neighbours The Baptist Church, 15 Bedford Road and 3 Kings Road, Sandy notified.
	
	Town Council

23/6/08
	

	6/6/08

72/08


	08/00909/FULL

Mr J Walker

19 London Road

SANDY

SG19 1HA
	Full application for change of use from B1 Workshop to residential storage at 19A London Road, Sandy, Beds

Near neighbours 21 and 23 London Road, 5,6,7,8,9,10,11 and 12 Poplar Close, Sandy notified.

	
	Town Council

23/6/08
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	11/6/08

73/08


	08/00884/FULL

Mr A Maguire

25 Orchard Road

Beeston

SANDY

SG19 1PJ
	Full application to replace existing conservatory with single storey rear extension.  Build up existing extension to match height of proposed at 25 Orchard Road, Beeston.

Near neighbours 23 and 27 Orchard Road Beeston notified


	
	Town Council

23/6/08
	

	12/6/08

74/08


	BC/CC/2008/23

Beds County Council

County Hall

Cauldwell Street

Bedford 

MK42 9AP
	Application for erection of wooden pavilion, staging and play equipment on new surfacing at Laburnum Lower School, Laburnum Road, Sandy, Beds.
	
	Town Council

23/6/08
	

	12/6/08

75/08


	08/00921/FULL

Mr D Richardson

2 Hazells Lodge,

Everton Road,

SANDY

SG19 2DD
	Full application for erection of 1m high fence around boundary and Barn style storage shed at 2 Hazells Lodge, Sandy, Beds.


	
	Town Council

23/6/08
	

	16/6/08

76/08


	08/00997/FULL

Miss S Henderson

Aragon Housing

2 Shannon Court

High Street

Sandy

SG19 1AG
	Full application for single storey rear extension at 34 Queens Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 32 and 36 Queens Road Sandy notified.
	
	Town Council

23/6/08
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	16/6/08

77/08
	08/00996/FULL

Mr D Newman

25 Ivel Road

Sandy

SG19 1BA
	Full application for part two and part single storey side and rear extension at 25 Ivel Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 23 and 27 Ivel Road and 6 and 8 Ivel View notified


	
	Town Council

23/6/08
	

	16/6/08

78/08
	08/00979/FULL

Mrs Hetherington

11 Brickhill Road

Sandy

SG19 1JH
	Full application for first floor rear extension at 11 Brickhill Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 10 and 12 Brickhill Road notified
	
	Town Council

23/6/08
	

	16/6/08

79/08


	08/00954/FULL

Whitfield Group

The Grange

Market Street

Swavesey

Cambridgeshire

CB24 4Q6
	Full application for first and second floor roof extensions to create additional office space at 13 to 16a Market Square, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 12a 13,15,16, 23,24,26,27 and 28 Market Square and 1,2,3,4 Pleasant Place

	
	Town Council

23/6/08
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING – 23.06.08

7.  Mayoral Communications
14.5.08
Supported by the Mayoress, attended the annual Mayor



Making Ceremony at St. Ives Town Council.

15.5.08 Accompanied by the Mayoress, attended the annual Mayor



Making of Huntingdon Town Council.

18.5.08 
The Mayoress, attended the Commemoration and



Thanksgiving Service for Lord Pym held at St Swithun’s



Church.

20.5.08

Attended the NALC Conference at Eastbourne.

& 21.5.08

1.6.08
Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Civic Service and



Parade at All Saints Parish Church, Market Hill, St Ives.

7.6.08
Accompanied by the Mayoress, opened the Bedfordshire



Skating School Club’s exhibition in the library.  Councillor



Aldis was also present.

7.6.08
With the Mayoress, attended the Bedfordshire Army



Benevolent Fund Reception and Ceremony of Beating 



Retreat at Woburn Abbey.

10.6.08

Supported by the Mayoress, opened the new Sandy Young



People’s Youth Club at Sandye Place School.  Councillors D



and P Sharman were also present.

15.6.08
Accompanied by the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of



Peterborough’s Civic Service and Parade in Peterborough



Cathedral.

20.6.08

Attended a Professional lunch at our Town Council Offices



organised by Beds County Council and Christian Family



Care including an update on the new Children’s Centre 



Services.

20.6.08

With the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of Houghton Regis’



Civic Reception at the St. Vincent’s Social Club.

21.6.08

With the Mayoress, judged the Carnival floats at Sandy’s



Summer Festival and took part in the procession.  

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING – 23.06.08
RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL

8.  Minutes and Reports 
(b)  Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 19th May 2008.  
10. Street Lighting Column.

                     (P09/08) 


Resolved to Recommend: (a) That column S3 in the Avenue be replaced at a cost of £798.17 and that this sum should be found from the contingency amount.


(b) That the Clerk be requested to ask that Column S3 in New Road be returned to an upright position.

11. Queen’s Head Garden

(P10/08)

Resolved to Recommend: That the Town Council grant use of the two small triangles of land adjoining the Tourist Information Centre to the Queen’s Head Public House in return for a peppercorn rent of a bottle of whisky per year (to be donated to the Mayor’s Charity).

NB Members may wish to reconsider this item in order to avoid the cost of having a lease drawn up which would far outweigh the “rent” charged. It is possible to send a letter making clear that although the land would be available for the use of the public house, it still remains in the ownership of the Town Council.

12. Litter Bins – Sunderland Road Recreation Ground (P11/08)

Resolved to Recommend: That three litter bins be provided alongside the ditch at Sunderland Road Recreation Ground at a cost of £300, to be sourced from the contingency amount.

13. Moles in Cemetery

(P12/08)

Resolved to recommend: That Mr Gilbert be requested to undertake the training to become a licensed pest operative at a cost of £550, the cost to be sourced from the contingency amount.

15. Fence in Bedford Road Recreation Ground
 (P14/08)  

Resolved to Recommend: That a metal palisade fence be erected just inside the recreation ground to run the length of the hard surfaced play area at a cost of £2,000 to be sourced from the Interest on Capital (Reserve) account.

7.  Minutes and Reports (Cont)

(c)  Meeting of Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 2nd June 2008.
 
7. Standing Orders of Sandy Town Council (F06/08)

Resolved: (a) That the index be printed in lower case in a larger font.

(b) That Paragraph A1 be amended to read:

Meetings of the Council shall be held at the Council Chamber, 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Bedfordshire, at 7.30 pm, which may be changed at the discretion of the Mayor, Deputy Mayor or Chairman of a Committee, subject to the statutory notice period being observed, and shall end before 10.30 p.m. 
Resolved to Recommend: That subject to these amendments the Standing Orders (Copy attached) be approved for adoption by Town Council.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING – 23.06.08
10.  Town Clerk’s Report

1.  Accounts 01.04.08 to 31.05.08 
To receive and approve lists of Receipts and Payments for April and May 2008.
(Copies will be on display prior to the meeting)
2. Grant Application
An application for Grant funding has been received from Sandy Historical Research Group (Copy attached). The Group is asking for £250 in order to make a clearance of the Station Masters House.  Accounts of the group have been supplied with the application and are available for examination if Members wish.
The Council does not have a specific power to support this but is able to authorise expenditure under Section 137 of the Local Govt Act 1972.  The expenditure must be considered to be commensurate with the benefit derived by the inhabitants of Sandy.

(Members are requested to consider whether or not they wish to make a grant and if so, how much and where the funds are to be sourced)
3. Notification of External Audit

The external auditors BDO Stoy Hayward have sent notification that the Annual return and supporting documentation is to be submitted to them by 11th July 2008.  The Statutory Notice of Audit has been posted.

(For information only)

4. Final End of Year Accounts
The End of Year Accounts and Annual return (Copies attached) are ready for submission.  These have been reviewed by both the internal auditor and Audit Committee.

(Members are requested to approve and adopt the Accounts and  Section 1 of the Annual Return)
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING – 23.06.08

10.  Town Clerk’s Report (Cont)
5.  Annual Governance Statement 

Audit Committee has reviewed and overseen the Town Council’s Internal Control and Audit systems.  These are all in order and Council must sign the Certificate of Assurance (Copy attached) on the Annual Return indicating that these controls have been maintained.

(Members are requested to approve completion and signature of the Certificate of Assurance (Section 2 of the Annual Return)
6. Installation of Radio Equipment (Emergency Services)
A letter has been received regarding the proposed relocation and improvement to radio equipment serving the emergency services in Sandy.  This is in order to improve the radio coverage in Sandy.  It would entail installing a lattice tower plus some ground based units on the Middlefield Industrial Estate in Sunderland Road.

The tower would be located adjacent to another telecommunications tower in the area. No plan or map has been made available to the Council.
(Members are requested to comment on the proposal prior to a formal planning submission being made)
7. Outside Bodies

At the Annual Meeting of Council the status of a number of outside organisations on which Council had been represented was unclear.  Further investigation has revealed the following information:

(a) Ivel Valley Countryside Project

This became the Ivel and Ouse Countryside Project in 2002 and in 2004 it merged with Beds Rural Communities Charity.  As such there is no longer a management group for which representation is required.

However, the groups are keen to continue links with Town Councils (which it does in Sandy with the Riddy and Pinnacle Management) and would be happy to attend a Town Council meeting to give updates on the work of the BRCC as a whole and the IOCP and to hear comments, ideas and questions from Members.


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING – 23.06.08

10.  Town Clerk’s Report (Cont)
 (b) Sand Caste Wood Partnership

This group is now defunct.  However, Cliff Andrews from BRCC is hopeful that things may change with the new unitary authority taking on responsibility for the site which then may need input from the BRCC partnership.

(c) Mid Beds Council for Voluntary Service

This group has merged with its partner in North Beds and the management structure does not allow for representation from the Parish and Town Council sector.

(d) Sandy Community Safety Forum

Mr Rob Parsons the Community Safety Manager has responded saying that as a first step they intend to organise a steering group of key partners and others active in community safety in Sandy to explain what is hoped to be achieved through the Forum. This will then evolve and widen to include others in the Forum proper.
A date of Wednesday 23rd July in the Council Chamber has been set for the meeting of the steering group and Town Council is invited to appoint two members to attend.  

A further date of Wednesday 24th September has been put forward for the first meeting of the Forum to take place in the education room at the pavilion in Sunderland Road.

(Members are requested to appoint two representatives to the steering group).
8. Resignation of Cllr O’Leary
The Mayor has received a letter of resignation from Cllr Neal O’Leary.  Members will be aware that Cllr O’Leary has found attendance at meetings difficult because of work commitments and he feels himself unable to continue as a Councillor.

Mid Beds District Council’s Electoral Officer has been informed and the Casual Vacancy arising from this resignation will be advertised as soon as possible.


(Information Only)

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING – 23.06.08

10.  Town Clerk’s Report (Cont)
9. Youth Council Meetings

As a result of several problems with regard to dates and venues it has been decided to hold the next meeting of the youth Council on Thursday 7th August in the Council Chamber and on the first Thursday of each month thereafter.  All members are welcome to attend.
(Information only)
10 Trees at Bedford Road

As a result of a number of requests from residents of Albion Court Mr Morwood the Mid Beds Tree Officer was asked to survey the condition of the trees at the left hand side of Bedford Road Recreation Ground. (Copy of report attached).  
The Open Spaces Sub-committee considered this report and also requested that two telephone poles standing alongside the trees be removed.  The Sub-committee also asked that Mr Morwood be requested to advise if any works were needed on the large trees at the front of the park.
This report has been submitted to Town Council rather than to Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee because of the need, should Council agree to the works being undertaken, to apply for permission to carry out the works under the Tree Preservation Orders in place.  The process for this will take at least six weeks because of the need for consultation.  
The work on the trees has been estimated at £2,500, however, should work be needed on the other trees this will rise.  There will also be a small cost involved in the felling of the telephone poles should this be agreed.

(Members are requested to approve the application for works to be carried out on the trees in Bedford Road Recreation Ground and further to approve a source of funding for the work, possibly the Interest on Capital Account)
4

